The Family of Nations
"us" who are helped by the cheapness from the "us"
who may possibly lose customers. The nation, for
purposes of import and export, is conceived to be one.
And this economic mythology is maintained by the
statistics of "trade returns" provided by Govern-
ments. It would be equally possible to give statistics
of the imports and exports of Sussex or New Jersey;
but clearly that would not prove either of these to be
a single economic unit in rivalry with others. How-
ever, c'the balance of trade" is an article of the current
political creed in most nations; and the distinctions
between different currencies seem to confirm the
belief that "nations" are distinct economic units in
competition. Thus the State, which promotes an
order within the frontiers superior to the conflicting
interests of persons or groups, makes the conflict of
interests between those inside and outside its borders
actually worse than they would be otherwise.
Finally, all existing sovereign Governments have
grown up as concentrations of power into one centre
within a certain circumference which is now marked
by the national frontier. And therefore the "natural"
characteristic of any national Government seems to
be its separateness from any other such Government.
The increasing connections between Governments
are regarded generally as unessential additions. The
character of the State, in most political treatises and
all current belief, is supposed to be determined by its
relation to its own citkens^ not by its relation to the
citizens of other States-;-- and'therefore the whole
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